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For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which answer (А, В, C or D) best fits each gap. There is an 
example at the beginning (0).

Example:

A go В take C have D pick

Cold climate
The common notion has always been that living in warmer climates is the choice to 0 _____ with. However, if you 
think of it, living in less welcoming climates can have its 1 _____.

To start with, colder regions also mean that much fewer insect species make it 2 _____ harsh winter. Effectively, 
only the most 3 _____ ones can survive in cold climate zones. You don’t get as many bigger insects, such as 
tarantulas or dangerous mosquitoes. Other dangerous animals like venomous snakes are unlikely to be a concern 
either.

Severe conditions are also known to 4 _____ character. 5 _____, a person from northern parts of the world is usually 
more adapted to whatever challenges their life 6 _____ at them. It makes sense if you keep in mind the weather 
conditions they have to endure, especially when growing up.

Moreover, 7 _____ seasonality makes you appreciate summer more – not to mention you get to see the magnificent 
autumn colours – the reds and the yellows. Warmer climates usually cannot boast such variety. Therefore, all 8 
_____ considered, living in the colder part of the world might be just as good as anywhere else.

1 A bonuses B perks C profits D accolades

2 A through B away C over D out
3 A strongest B resilient C seasoned D resistant

4 A raise B create C make D build

5 A However B Therefore C Hence D Conversely

6 A gives B presents C faces D throws
7 A pronounced B announced C reported D said

8 A benefits B options C things D variants
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Answers and explanations
1. B – perks. A perk is an advantage of some kind. ‘Perks’ can also often refer to things you get as a part of 

your employment contract, e.g. a company car or corporate accommodation. ‘Accolade’ means a reward or 
something similar to acknowledge one’s achievement – a word that does not fit the context at all and is meant
to throw you off because you might now know it. The words ‘bonuses’ and ‘profits’ have somewhat similar 
meanings to ‘perks’, but do not work too well in this context.

2. A – through. If you make it through something, it means you go through a certain experience, especially one 
that is difficult or unpleasant.

3. B – resilient. Resilience is the quality or ability to remain strong and in high spirits despite difficulties or 
hardship. In this case, resilient species are the ones able to withstand harsh winter conditions. ‘Strongest’ 
could work here, but we cannot intensify it with ‘most’ as it is already in its superlative form. ‘Seasoned’ 
means experienced, which makes little sense in relation to animals – but you might feel tempted to go for it 
because winter is a season. ‘Resistant’ needs clarifying – resistant to what?

4. D – build. To build character means to make one emotionally and psychologically stronger, usually through 
exposure to difficulties that one has to overcome.

5. B – therefore. We need an introductory word that means ‘as a result’, as we use the previous idea as the 
reason in this sentence. ‘Hence’ can be used to the same effect, but we do not normally use it at the beginning
of the sentence, nor separate it with a comma. Punctuation can be of great help in CAE Use of English Part 1.

6. D – throws. If life throws something at you, it means you don’t expect it to happen. ‘Presents’ and ‘gives’ 
work, but grammatically require certain alteration: ‘presents them with’ and ‘gives them’ respectively.

7. A – pronounced. A somewhat misleading adjective, here it has nothing to do with pronunciation. If 
something is pronounced, then it is clearly different from everything else, contrasting with the rest. Therefore,
pronounced seasonality means distinct differences between the four seasons.

8. C – things. What we look for here is a set expression ‘all things considered’ that means ‘keeping everything 
in mind, taking everything into account’.
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